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KARACHI: The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) has expressed concern over a recent 

federal notification which does not mention the Pakistan Medical and Dental Council 

(PMDC) as an autonomous body approved by the government. 

“The April 14 notification by the cabinet secretariat ... lists names of the autonomous bodies 

(under different divisions) approved by the government. Unfortunately, there is no mention of 

the PMDC, which we believe suggests that the government has no intention to let the PMDC 

function as an autonomous and elected body,” said Dr Qaiser Sajjad, PMA-centre secretary 

general. 

He emphasised that the council was constitutionally an autonomous body established to 

regulate medical education and register medical professionals in the country. 

“It seems that the government wants to control and manage these functions, which it can’t do 

as long as the PMDC exists. The council set up under the 1962 act has to be autonomous with 

elected members,” he said, adding that the negative government attitude had badly affected 

routine administrative work at the council. 

The association also expressed concern over the PMDC ad hoc council set up by the Supreme 

Court and said that no time frame had been given to the appointed body to complete its task. 

The ad hoc council, it said, should function till the appointment/elections of the fresh council 

under the PMDC ordinance 1962. 

“Being an ad hoc set-up, the first and the last priority of this temporary body should be to 

conduct elections for the fresh council as given in the PMDC ordinance 1962. But, 

regretfully, elections are not even on the agenda of the ad hoc council. This body is indulging 

in all other matters, which is against the orders of the Supreme Court,” explained Dr Sajjad. 

He also questioned sanctioning of a monthly salary for the president of the ad hoc body. 

“The post of council’s president is an honorary post and no past president of even regular 

council has got any salary from the PMDC. So, under what moral or legal authority president 

of an ad hoc council is being sanctioned lucrative salary,” he asked. 
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